
HARE
News

Vol. 4, Issue 2 Serving the People and Towns of Northeast Shelby County and South Central Tipton County Fall 2019

Bethel

Portersville Salem Idaville

Kerrville
Barretville

Mudville

Macedonia

Armourtown Rosemark

Gratitude

Tipton

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: Unity in Community
Have you ever been to North Platte, Nebraska?  Neither have I.  Did 

you know from 1941 to 1946 a small town of 12,000 people banded 
together to support our young GI’s going off to war?  Basically, a depot 
or canteen style facility was the venue.  A place where our soldiers could 
enjoy food, music, fellowship, and a strong word of encouragement. A 
quick stopover that provided clothing, magazines, coffee, and a “thank 
you” from the American people.  In those 5 hard years, and by the war’s 
end over 6 million GI’s had been served by a rural community.

We have this same “coming together” spirit with the Country Fair at 
Rosemark.  Over 5,000 people in attendance, with close to 100 exhibitors, 
and multiple sponsors/partners celebrating our rural agriculture heritage. 
Civic groups, local businesses, elected officials, and area residents 
serving together to place our community on display.  So, we will see you 
on Saturday, September 28 at 9:00 am, and please bring a friend. This 
will be the grand stage for the classic car show, exciting exhibits, home 
& garden area, marketplace booths, livestock, musical acts, antique 
tractor equipment, a patriotic ceremony and much much more.  It is truly 
community at work!

Rev. Cary Vaughn, President, H.A.R.E., Inc.
cvaughn@lwf.org.

Rosemark Civic Club
By: William ‘Trip’ Jones III, President

The Rosemark Civic Club has taken a much-deserved break from our 
hectic spring meeting schedule that resulted in the denial of a Special 
Use Permit to Memphis Stone and Gravel to mine sand and gravel on 
property in Shelby County.  This was a great victory for the citizens of 
Atoka and Rosemark who banded together to work against this unwanted 
industry in our combined communities. 

Just because we have not met, however does not mean there hasn’t 
been forward activity.  We were very active in helping to plan and put 
on the 3rd annual Bobby Blue Bland Day on June 1 in Barretville.  BBB 
Day was a great success.  Now, we are just as involved in improvements 
to the Telephone Exchange Museum and Memorial Park and in helping 
to finalize what has been months of planning for the 2019 Country Fair at 
Rosemark on September 28.  We also will resume our regular meetings 
in early September.

Watch for meeting notices at the Rosemark Historic District Facebook 
page and email notices.  Everyone is invited.

Classic Car and Truck Show
By: Paul Richter

Time is approaching quickly for the 6th annual pre-1995 CAR and 
TRUCK SHOW!  There is NO ENTRY FEE!  NEWER “Collectible” 
or Custom vehicles are welcome and eligible for judging in select 
categories.  All antique and classic car enthusiasts are encouraged to 
bring their restored, partially restored or all original car or truck to show 
it off at the Country Fair at Rosemark on Saturday, September 28, 2019.  
Last year’s show was a huge success and we plan on this year’s show 
being even bigger with SEVEN NEW CAR CLASSES and over 21 
more awards.  There will be Dash plaques to the first 50 cars registered.  
Please tell your friends or anyone with a collectable car about the show.  
Registration: 7:30-9:00 a.m.  Show starts at 9:00a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  Award 
Presentations at 3:00 p.m.  For information go to HARE website: www.
rosemarkhistoricdistrict.com or contact me at prichter@lwf.org.

6th Annual Country Fair, September 28
Historic Archives of Rosemark & Environs, Inc. presents the Sixth 

Annual Country Fair at Rosemark on Saturday, September 28th at 
8658 Rosemark Road, on the grounds of Richland Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian Church.  The 2019 Fair will be the largest ever and due to 
the ever-increasing demand, we have added a second livestock exhibit 
tent, as well as a new feature, “The Market at Rosemark.”  “The Market” 
will include 20 hand-picked artisans who will have their goods for sale.  
All 20 booths will be conveniently located under two large tents at one 
location.  “The Market” is sponsored by the FedEx Employee Credit 
Association.

Other new activities include the Community Activities Center, a 
gathering place that includes a small “community stage” for local 
musicians and storytellers to show their talent.  Check our new detailed 
location map plus the Fair Day Schedule for this new attraction.  
Participants in this area will include the Bolton FFA and their advisor 
and STEM teacher, Kayla Fisher plus a first-time appearance by the 
Tennessee Valley Authority with Marcey Wright.  At the TVA booth you 
can see the premier of their new video on alternative energy sources and 
solar power.

Many old favorites are returning.  You can bring your small stool or 
chair for possible re-caning by caning artisan Kenny Crews at his regular 
location as well as meet your honey needs at our local apiarist Van 
Power’s booth, where you can learn about how he goes about his work.  
Familiar history, tractors, artists and cotton exhibits as well as the U.S. 
Army are also returning.  You can also explore the Rosemark Telephone 
Company Exchange Building Museum and admire its new landscaping 
thanks to the Garden Club of Rosemark.

This year we also welcome exciting exhibits, demonstrations, and 
displays by PropBusters, a nationally recognized Arlington based RC 
Aviation Club.

The livestock exhibits will include horses, a “show mule”, purebred 
Hereford and Angus cattle, goats, sheep, and poultry exhibits including 
one by Tipton County 4-H Club members.  The Tennessee Farm Bureau 
will once again allow their “ag equipment simulator” to be used. Come 
early, as this will be a popular exhibit.

Again, this year there will be a “herding dog” demonstration. See 
these talented dogs herd sheep, as well as “ducks”!

Another popular feature that everyone enjoys is the food booths and 
food trucks from local organizations.  All kinds of delicious food will be 
available all day during the Fair.

You won’t want to miss the Country Fair at Rosemark!
Article contributed by Mike Leggett

Barretville General Store – Opening Soon
By: Dr. Barret Matthews

A new business, Barretville General Store, LLC, is coming at the 
end of September to the historic J.H. Barret & Son store building at 
9053 Barret Road in Barretville, the former site of Long Road Cider.  
The enterprise – a partnership of two residents of our local community, 
Jeremy Denno and Don Willadsen – will be built on the concept of an 
old country store, offering selected grocery items and sundries as well 
as interesting and eclectic specialty merchandise such as local home-
canned foods and fishing and hunting gear.  A major feature of the new 
business will be a full-service restaurant serving three meals daily for six 
or seven days a week.



Rosemark Telephone Exchange Museum 
By: Lee Henwood

Visitors to the Rosemark Telephone Exchange Museum during the 
Country Fair in Rosemark will see dramatic improvements to the exterior 
and grounds surrounding the building. Several truckloads of dirt, as 
well as sod, have been applied to low-lying areas between the Museum 
and the Veteran’s Plaza in order to make the grounds more accessible 
during wet weather.  A gravel driveway and parking lot has been created. 
The Rosemark Garden Club has graciously accepted the challenge of 
landscaping the house Museum, and a brick or concrete walkway will 
eventually be laid down connecting the driveway and parking lot to 
the Veteran’s Plaza. Portable outdoor kiosks are being constructed to 
help tell the story of the museum and the Rosemark community. The 
park furniture has now been cemented securely into the ground and the 
security cables that had been used there will be moved to secure rocking 
chairs onto the porch.  Come out on September 28th and see this bright, 
exciting community attraction as it continues to take shape.

Rosemark Historic District Website
By: Bonnie Briggs and Trip Jones

The website for the Rosemark Historic District (www.
rosemarkhistoricdistrict.com) is undergoing changes. Please bear with 
us as it is under remodeling. The original site was created by Board 
member Chris Frame’s daughter Melissa. We can’t thank Chris and 
Melissa enough for initial construction which has served us well for 
years. We are negotiating with a local IT group to take over the website 
and help upload documents and pictures, ensure we have the latest 
antivirus software, and make other upgrades and changes as needed. 

Critical to know for the upcoming Country Fair is that if you go to 
the second tab on the site “Country Fair at Rosemark” you will find the 
following sub tabs containing documents for 2019:

• Country Fair at Rosemark Car Show flyer and entry form
• Country Fair at Rosemark Home and Garden Expo complete  

 information/entry packet
• Country Fair at Rosemark Exhibitor Form
• Fair Day Schedule for the 2019 Country Fair (this will be added by
 September 16th).

Forms on the page may date back to 2018 and may be disregarded or 
used as historical reference.

Thanks for your understanding during this transition.

Music for the Country Fair 2019
By: Trip Jones and Karen Fleming 

Music for the Country Fair should once again have something for everyone.  In the morning from 10-12 we have a return visit to the Music 
Tent by a group that performed last year.  The Nora Tucker Trio featuring Hank Sable and John Chambliss will provide mostly Country tunes 
that will have you toe tapping before you know it.  From approximately 12-1:00 the Music Tent will be used for the opening ceremonies and a 
program including local leaders that you don’t want to miss.  

At 1:00 the music resumes on the Music Tent main stage with local vocalist Lexi Dillard and the Della Jane Band, along with a visit by 
TRA students, other locals, and maybe a few surprises.  (Did you know Patsy Cline’s daughter lives in the Rosemark area?  That’s the rumor.) 

Something new this year will also be a smaller music stage which will be located on the south side of the Richland Church in a new area 
being called the Community Activity Center. That stage will feature local musicians and vocalists, as well as storytelling.  Bring an instrument 
and join in.  If you are looking for a place to have fun and “sing out” about life in the country check out both music stages during the day.

Home and Garden Exposition
“Everything Old is New Again – Recycle, Reuse, 

Reduce, Repurpose, Rethink, Renew”
By: Molly Hampton

The 2019 Country Fair at Rosemark Home and Garden Exposition 
will include a National Garden Club Horticulture Specialty Flower 
Show with the theme, “Everything Old is New Again ---Recycle, 
Reuse, Reduce, Repurpose, Rethink, Renew.”  The flower show is 
organized by the Garden Club of Rosemark, a member of National 
Garden Clubs and Tennessee Federation of Garden Clubs.  

This will be a judged Horticulture Specialty Flower Show open 
to the public, and it is a community horticulture show!  Residents 
of north Shelby and south Tipton area are invited to participate by 

bringing and entering 
horticulture specimens 
and photography entries 
on Friday, September 27, 
from 1:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
to Memorial Hall of 
the Richland Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, 8658 Rosemark 
Road in the Rosemark 
community.  

Horticulture sections 
include classes for 
annuals, perennials, cut 
foliage, roses, berried 
branch, flowering trees 
and shrubs, collections, 

herbs, homegrown vegetables, homegrown fruits, and, new this year:  
arboreal fall color trees and shrubs, and dried specimens (such as 
gourds, dried okra, and dried hydrangea).   

All photography exhibits must relate to horticulture, gardening, or 
landscape design. Youth Photography classes are offered. This year 
photographs should not be matted. 

As part of the Home and Garden Exposition, there will be special 
exhibits and demonstrations by Karen Bernard of the University of 
Tennessee Extension Office and by Davies Manor Association.

The 2019 Country Fair at Rosemark is from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. on Saturday, September 28, but the horticulture specialty flower 
show and exhibits in Memorial Hall will be open from 10:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. due to judging of the flower show in the early morning.   

The schedule for the 2019 Horticulture Specialty Flower Show 
can be downloaded from www.rosemarkhistoricdistrict.com. Look 
under “Country Fair at Rosemark,” then go to 2019 Home and Garden 
Expo, and then “Download the form.”  Please study the schedule and 
see what the different classes are for horticulture and photography.  
We encourage you to participate in all the Fair has to offer!  If you 
have questions, please contact Molly Hampton, 901-829-2598 or 
molhampton@aol.com.  See you at the Country Fair at Rosemark!

The Garden Club of Rosemark meets the fourth Tuesday of the 
month at 10:00 a.m. from August through May at the Richland A.R. 
Presbyterian Church in Memorial Hall.  Please join us!

Food Vendors for the Country Fair at Rosemark
By: Denna Krosp

We are excited to have three new vendors at the fair this year, Rodney 
Shook selling kettle corn, Sno Cottage with shaved ice and MEMPOP 
with fruit popsicles.  Returning will be El Toro Taco’s Mexican food, 
H.Y.P.E. with catfish plates, Double D’s BBQ, Jameson’s cotton candy, 
Dollie’s Fair Foods with burgers, corn dogs and funnel cakes, Twisted 
Sisters’ desserts and chicken salad and Paradise Grill’s BBQ and BBQ 
eggrolls.  Richland Masonic Lodge #748 will have sausage and biscuits, 
coffee, juice and donuts early in the morning.  Based on last year’s crowd, 
vendors will be ready with both great food and good service.

A horticultural exhibition table at the 
2018 Home and Garden Show.

Photo by
Hollie Birkholz



Agriculture Exhibits at the
Country Fair at Rosemark

By: Bonnie Osborn Briggs

The Country Fair at Rosemark always strives to highlight agriculture 
which is a large influence of our past, present and future.  This year will 
encourage an even heightened awareness of this influence.

Thanks to Farm Bureau of Tennessee, the Country Fair at Rosemark 
will host their mobile AgSimulator.  This simulator is part of Tennessee 
Farm Bureau’s Ag in the Classroom program which was developed to 
further students’ knowledge of agriculture as well as to provide them 
with an awareness of the importance of agriculture in our society.  The 
simulator allows users to have an interactive experience in harvesting a 
crop.  The simulator is capable of allowing the user to experience what it 
feels like to operate a combine or cotton picker.  People get to experience 
the feel of a real harvester cab while true agriculture facts and harvest 
simulations play.  In the simulator, participants step into the cab of the 
simulator and have a seat at the controls. They then get to experience 
what it is like to combine soy beans, wheat, corn or other regional crops.

While the primary goal of the simulator is to allow people experience 
the feel of a real harvester cab, it also provides some facts about farming 
that people may not know.

Farm facts from Farm Bureau of Tennessee: 
• 85% of farm products produced in the United States come from  

 family farms.
• 96% of farms in the United States are family owned and operated. 
• Technology has greatly advanced farming.  In 1960, the American  

 farmer could raise enough food to feed 25 people.  Today, an  
 individual farmer can feed 165 people.

• One 500 lb. bale of cotton can make 215 pairs of jeans. 
In addition to the AgSimulator, other ag-related exhibits at the 

Country Fair at Rosemark include the mini-cotton gin which shows the 
basic workings of a cotton gin.  We will also have an extensive exhibit 
of gin equipment to complement the mini cotton gin. There will be 
additional exhibits from Young Farmers and Ranchers and the Agri-
STEM program hosted by Farm Bureau at Bolton High School. 

As in prior years, we will have a display of old and new tractors on 
exhibit from John Deere to Ford to Kubota.  Many of the vintage tractors 
are from the 1940s and 1950s and represent a true building block of 
our agriculture heritage.  Some of the more modern equipment being 
exhibited represents how technology has advanced agriculture and 
shows how farmers are able to be more productive. 

We encourage you to come to the Country Fair at Rosemark on 
September 28th and enjoy all of the exhibits.  We especially invite you 
to go by and look at all the agriculture equipment, talk to the exhibitors 
and even try your hand in the AgSimulator.  We do have something for 
everyone!

Rodeo Competition Award Winners
From Interview by Mike Leggett

Keith and Bebe Wilder’s children enjoy the sport of rodeo, competing 
in it for the past 5-6 years, and have experienced much success, with this 
past season being the climax.  Their oldest, Emma Kate, an 11th grader 
at Tipton-Rosemark Academy, competed in the Tennessee High School 
Rodeo Association where she won the Girl’s All-Around Champion 
this past season.  She participates in Breakaway Roping, Team Roping, 
Goat Tying, Barrel Racing, and Pole Bending, finishing the year 1st 
in Goat Tying, 2nd in Pole Bending, 3rd in Breakaway, and 5th in the 
Team Roping at the state finals qualifying her to compete in these events 
at the National High School Rodeo which was held in Rock Springs, 
Wyoming, July 14th and 20th.  Competing against contestants from 43 
states, 5 Canadian Provinces, Australia and Mexico, she finished 6th in 
the 2nd round of Breakaway Roping and was recognized with a plaque 
as well as a check.  In her relatively young career, she has won 6 saddles 
and over 30 buckles.

Emma Kate’s younger siblings, Anna and Daniel, are following 
right in her footsteps competing in the Tennessee Junior High Rodeo 
Association.  A 9th grader at TRA, Anna competed last rodeo season in 
Breakaway Roping, Team Roping, Ribbon Roping, Goat Tying, Barrel 
Racing and Pole Bending, qualifying for the Junior High National Finals 
Rodeo in 5 out of 6 of her events, finishing 1st in Goat Tying and Ribbon 
Roping, 2nd in Breakaway and Poles, 3rd in Team Roping and 5th in 
Barrel Racing.  She also won the Girl’s All-Around Title in both the 
Junior High Division as well as TN Youth Rodeo Association.  Daniel 
had a great season as well competing in Team Roping, Tie Down Roping, 
Ribbon Roping, Breakaway Roping, Goat Tying, and Chute Dogging, but 
broke his ankle during the state finals weekend and competed regardless, 
though not to his full potential to finish the year as he had hoped.  
Nevertheless, he was still able to finish 3rd in Team Roping (with his 
sister Anna as his partner) and 4th in Goat Tying qualifying for Nationals 
in these events.  Prior to this year, they have acquired buckles as well, 
and even saddles.  Daniel has won a saddle and Anna has 4 to her name.

The National Junior High Finals Rodeo, which was June 23rd through 
the 29th in Huron, South Dakota, brought much success to Anna and 
Daniel in several ways.  The highlight was Anna winning the Reserve 
Girl’s Breakaway Roping World Champion!  The excitement grew after 
she had a 3.94 in the 1st round and then 2.74 in the 2nd round.  This put 
her 5th to come back in the Championship short go round.  In the final 
round, Anna was a 2.85 which placed her in 2nd in the round AND 2nd 
in the WORLD!  What a dream come true for this young cowgirl from 
Rosemark, TN!  With these three runs, she was awarded 3 buckles, 3 
checks and several other prizes including a $850 scholarship for college.

Emma Kate, Daniel and Anna are all grateful to everyone who has 
helped them along the way.  It would not be possible without all the 
hard work they put into it, but also without good horses and parents and 
grandparents who help.  Some of the horses the kids ride were raised by 
their grandfather, Dale McDaniel, and will be at The Country Fair.

Tipton-Rosemark Academy 8th Annual
5K Rosemark Run and Fall Carnival

By: Deidre Bush

Register online https://raceroster.com

Join us for the 8th Annual TRA 5K Rosemark Run at 8:00 a.m. 
on Saturday, September 28th. The course is family and stroller 
friendly and allows for many to see the farmlands of Tennessee.  
After the 5K run and the kids fun run, stay for both The TRA Fall 
Carnival and The Country Fair. Both are a delight for the senses. 
These fun-filled community events are a great chance to invite 
family, friends and neighbors to come eat lunch at the food trucks 
and have a ball with amusement rides and bounce houses for all 
ages!  There’s plenty for kids to do including a petting zoo, face 
painters, cartoon artists, balloon artists and more!  The TRA Fall 
Carnival also has a silent auction and made from scratch goodies 
available to purchase.  Come out and celebrate with us all day.

Start Line: TRA Elementary School/8:00 a.m. start
Register: 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.
TRA Fall Carnival: 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Anna, Daniel and Emma Kate Wilder, children of Keith and Bebe Wilder
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Thank You To Our 2019 Fair Sponsors
Patriot Bank,

Pitman Glass, Boatwright Pharmacy, Ritter Communications,
FedEx Employee Credit Association, Jon & Mary McCalla,
Farm Bureau of Shelby County, Standard Electric Co., Inc.,

Mike & Mary Ann Leggett, White Oak Farm, Herbi-Systems, Inc., 
Tom & Terri McCalla, Frank & Linda McCalla, Pat & Ruth Billingsley, 

Drain Go LLC, Mid-South Septic, Reed Family Dentistry,
Edward Jones (Atoka office), Shirley Lowe, Tugwell Oil Co.,
Terry Roland, Harry Haddad, Leah Ruddock, Collision Craft,

Haddad’s Department Store, Priceless Eyes, Barret & Delyn Matthews, 
Kennon & Molly Hampton, Betsy Wriggins, Tipton County Farm Bureau,

G&R Building Maintenance, LLC, Tim McCullough Architect,
Sandy Abrams Insurance, Laura L. Sanford P.C., Trip & Barbara Jones,

Rosemark Family Medicine, Chris Woods Construction,
Bourland, Heflin, Alvarez, Minor & Matthews, PLC, Arlington Services, 

Glenn Farms, Clean-N-Green, Rosemark Foundation,
Tipton-Rosemark Academy, First Presbyterian Church of Rosemark,

Rosemark Pentecostal Church,
Richland Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church,

United States Department of Agriculture, HARE, Inc.

Fair Sponsors provide not only the wherewithal to put on the 
Country Fair but also to carry-out the other programs of HARE, 
Inc. Using sponsorships, donations, grants, memorials and the 
proceeds from the successful Memorial Brick Campaign, HARE 
is able to promote community awareness and historic preservation. 
These funds also allow educational programs involving the history 
and culture of the rural communities and farms of Northeast Shelby 
County and South Central Tipton County.

This year consider joining the list of sponsors for the 2020 
Country Fair at Rosemark!  Call Cary Vaughn at 901-289-1254 
or e-mail caryvaughn89@gmail.com.

Not only can you see these fabulous RC aircraft at the PropBusters 
exhibit at the Country Fair (next to the Farm Bureau Mini Cotton Gin) but 
you can experience actual flights of the aircraft at 10:30 a.m. from the 
TRA football practice field just north of the High School!
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