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When I played high school football at Rosemark Academy, we 

would often say, “that when the leaves turn brown, we would be 
wearing the crown.”  Fall meant football victory for us, and fall 
means another successful year for the Country Fair at Rosemark.

Last year, we experienced over 5,000 people in attendance, as we 
celebrated all that is good in North Shelby and South Tipton Counties.  
As you mark your calendars for Saturday, September 30, there are 5 
main reasons to patronize the 4th Annual Country Fair at Rosemark:
1. Artists – local and regional talent performing from 10:00 am to 

4:00 pm at the music tent.
2. Agriculture environment – booths, exhibitors, displays, and 

farm equipment representing the overall culture of our rural 
communities.

3. Animals and Livestock – both large and small.
4. Antique Car Show – over 75 entries of vintage cars and truck 

classics.
5. Area Food Vendors – El Toro Taco, Double D’s BBQ, Greenwood 

AME Church, Smokin D’s BBQ, Jamison’s, Jack Frost, Masonic 
Lodge Breakfast, Swan Fudge, Twisted Sisters and more cooking 
up the best food in the area.

Please plan now for a full day in Rosemark on September 30th.  It 
should be a day of excellent weather, family fun, and a safe haven as 
we enjoy the benefits of country life.  See you soon!

Rev. Cary Vaughn, President, H.A.R.E., Inc.
cvaughn@lwf.org.

Rosemark Civic Club
By: William “Trip” Jones, III, President

The Rosemark Civic Club is pleased to support all activities of 
HARE including the recent dedication of the Dr. Flippin historical 
marker at Memorial Park and the Bobby Blue Bland Day in Barretville 
Music Festival on June 3.  Both events had good attendance and 
interest was expressed in making Bobby Blue Bland Day an annual 
event.  Thanks to everyone for making June 3rd so successful.

The Club met on Tuesday, August 22nd at the Richland ARP 
Church.  Topics covered included the upcoming 2017 Country Fair at 
Rosemark on Sept. 30th and the Home and Garden Show.

Rosemark Telephone Exchange Company Building Museum 
and Memorial Park update - Since the last newsletter the memorial 
bricks have been laid as well as the memorial stone and landscaping 
around the plaza has begun.  The contract has been let for installing 
new electrical service in the museum.  That work has started and will 
be completed before the fair.

Memphis Stone and Gravel lawsuit update - they are seeking to 
renew their permit in Atoka to mine gravel.  No news to date out of 
Covington Chancery Court and as the old saying goes “no news is 
good news”.    We did receive a report from a guest visitor, Deputy 
Chief Floyd Bonner of the Shelby County Sheriff’s Office, who 
confirmed that the road conditions are still not safe or conducive for 
trucking operations in our area. 

RCC meetings are open to all, whether you actually live in Rosemark 
or not.  The next meeting is Sept. 19th at 7:00 at the church.

Fair adds Vendors, exhibitors and exhibition Space
Based on the record breaking attendance at last year’s Country 

Fair, the Fair Committee is taking aggressive steps to meet the demand 
for more vendors, more space for trucks and cars at the Car Show, 
and more exhibition space for livestock.  There will be a number 
of expanded opportunities for fair participants to have the “Country 
Fair” experience including a greatly expanded Tennessee Wildlife 
Resource Agency presence with a chance for real “target practice” for 
aspiring young hunters.  According to Fair spokesman, Jon McCalla, 
“we’re keeping all the things you love about the Country Fair but 
adding space, vendors, and events which should make your Country 
Fair experience even more enjoyable this year.”

This year the Country Fair will double the number of food vendors, 
add electrical and other support services, and encourage early set up 
so that participants in the TRA 5K Run and early arrivals at the fair 
will have a full array of food choices.  Steps have also been taken to 
speed up food service and offer more options.

To provide more space for livestock, the committee is moving 
the Livestock Tent to the open lot east of Richland Church.  For the 
first time, we will have an exercise and demonstration area so fair 
participants can get a better view of the fine large animals – horses, 
mules, and cattle – that we anticipate being at the fair.  There will also 
be a demonstration of basic roping techniques for the cowboys and 
cowgirls in the audience.

There will once again be an opportunity for small businesses to 
show their wares and for history buffs to get their fill of history with a 
local touch.  There will be a special emphasis on World War I in light 
of the fact that 2017 marks the 100th anniversary of the United States’ 
entry into that global conflict.

Gold Star Marker Placed in Park
On July 13 and 14, 2017, the Memorial Bricks were put in place 

on a concrete slab just east of the sweet gum tree in the Rosemark 
Memorial Park, 8742 Kerrville-Rosemark Road.  The small brick 
plaza is surrounded by gray crushed stone.  Within the crushed stone, 
on the north side 
of the bricks, is a 
gray granite “Gold 
Star” Marker.  On 
the marker are the 
names of seven area 
service men who 
died in the service of 
their country during 
World War I and II.  
While at the Country 
Fair take a few minutes to walk over to the military equipment display 
and visit the Gold Star Marker and the memorial bricks.

If you know of others to add to the Gold Star list, contact Lee 
Henwood, HARE Marker Committee Chairman at lchenwood20@
gmail.com, or come by the HARE Booth in the large Exhibitor/
Demonstration Tent at the Country Fair and talk to Pat and Ruth 
Billingsley.



harmoore – A Giant has Fallen
On Thursday, August 31, 2017 at approximately 6:35 p.m. 

Rosemark lost one of its oldest landmarks.  Chris Frame had just turned 
onto Austin Peay Highway 
on his way to the University 
of Memphis football game 
when wife Carol called from 
their home at 8703 Rosemark 
Road (named “Harmoore” 
by its builders Walter and 
Willis Harvey Moore). The 
driving wind and rain from the 
remnants of Hurricane Harvey 
had uprooted the gigantic oak 
in their front yard.

Miraculously, no one 
was hurt and the house was 
unscathed.  The tree  dislodged 
two power lines. Rosemark 
lost power and TRA was 
closed for Friday classes.  The 

Frames will keep the azaleas and saplings that were at the oak’s base, 
allow the saplings at the base of the tree to grow, and the cycle of 
renewal will begin.

Transforming the Telephone exchange 
Museum and Grounds

Rosemark residents and passers-by are seeing exciting additions 
to the HARE property at the southeast corner of the intersection of 
Rosemark Road and Kerrville-Rosemark Road.  Several months ago 
the historic, almost century-old Telephone Exchange building was 
moved next to its original site.  It has since been joined by several 
other attractions.  The historical marker honoring longtime Dr. Peter 
J. Flippin, a beloved physician and community leader, was dedicated 
on June 3rd.  The Veteran’s Brick Plaza and Gold Star Memorial stone 
were installed in July.  In addition, park benches and a picnic table 
will be installed soon.

Phase II of the Telephone Exchange Museum project will 
consist of extensive repair, renovation, and painting of the building.  
Acquisition of exhibits, informative signage, and an exterior viewing 
ramp will follow.  A parking lot, sidewalks, flagpole and landscaping 
will complete the museum and grounds. By: Lee Henwood

Shelby County history Awards
On August 2, 2017, the Shelby County Historical Commission 

held its annual Awards Dinner at Hillwood Hall at Davies Manor 
Plantation.  H.A.R.E. had a delegation of ten people representing our 
organization.  Our President, Cary Vaughn, presented a “Leadership 
in Historic Preservation and Community Service” Award to our 
Shelby County Commissioner, Terry Roland.

The Shelby County Historical Commission awarded a book award 
to H.A.R.E. for An Illustrated History of the People and Towns of 
Northeast Shelby County and South Central Tipton County.  Jon 
McCalla, Editor-in-Chief, and Ruth Billingsley, Co-Editor were 
present to accept the award. By:  Ruth Billingsley

home & Garden Show
By:  Brenda Hise

The Country Fair at Rosemark Home and Garden Exposition will 
include special exhibits and activities by the Shelby County 4-H 
Honor Club, Davies Manor Association, Inc., and Daughters of the 
American Revolution, River City Chapter, a Vintage Apron Exhibit, 
and cooking demonstrations by Cathy Faust of the University 
of Tennessee Extension Office.  Also, a National Garden Club 
Horticulture Specialty Flower Show hosted by the Garden Club of 
Rosemark will be center stage in Memorial Hall.

“Home Grown: A Patchwork of Country Gardening” will be a 
judged Horticulture Specialty Flower Show open to the public.   All 
the residents of north Shelby and south Tipton area are invited to 
participate by bringing horticulture specimens to Memorial Hall 
at Richland ARP Church, 8658 Rosemark Road in the Rosemark 
community.  The Flower Show will be open for viewing from 10:00 
am until 4:00 pm on Saturday, September 30.

All horticulture entries are to be brought to Memorial Hall on 
Friday, September 29 from 4:00 pm-7 pm or from 7-8 am on Saturday, 
September 30.  If entering the Botanical Arts Photography Division 
of the Flower Show, the entry must relate to horticulture, gardening, 
or landscape design.  Photo image size must not exceed 5” x 7” and 
must be matted or framed.  Exhibits will be displayed at eye level on 
black display boards provided by the Flower Show Committee.

 The Home & Garden Show is encouraging people to bring their 
horticultural entries or photographs of plants and flowers and vintage 
aprons this year.  

Additional copies of Flower Show schedule may be downloaded 
from www.rosemarkhistoricdistrict.com, or email Penny Glover 
(rosemarkfair@gmail.com) or Molly Hampton (molhampton@aol.
com).

Garden Club note: A recent posting on line by Garden 
Club President, Penny Glover, announcing an event brought 
this reply: “Rosemark has a Garden Club?  The answer is:  
Yes!  Rosemark has a great Garden Club which meets the 
fourth Tuesday of the month - September through May.  If you 
are interested, contact 2017 President, Joan Clower at 662-
402-1342, or Ruth Billingsley at 901-388-8691.  We meet at 
Richland A.R.P. Church in Rosemark. By:  Joan Clower

Gone But not Forgotten
By:  Ruth Billingsley

The Rosemark and surrounding communities have lost 
several members in the past few months.  Several contributed 
to “An Illustrated History.” 

On March, 28, 2017 we lost Mr. K. C. Arnett, who was the 
local “tractor supplier and mechanic.”  He died at his home on 
Donnell Road.

On March 21, 2017 Reba Mai Sanders passed away.  She 
was active in supplying material and footwork for the history 
book.  She was a librarian at the Bartlett Library and was a 
retired public school teacher.

nancy Ann Sanders Glenn passed away on July 17, 2017.   
She was the older sister of Reba Sanders.  Many of our notes 
and stories from her family came to us through her daughter, 
Debbie Glenn.

Richard Freudenberg, a regular sponsor of our Country 
Fair each year, passed away on August 13, 2017 after battling 
an illness for several weeks.

Mrs. Pat Crenshaw of Millington, mother of Kenny 
Crenshaw, owner of “Herbi-Systems” passed away August 7, 
2017.  She was an active DAR and UDC member.

Pastor Brunson Still held In Turkish Prison
By:  Debbie Glenn

On August 23, 2017, Pam Brunson, Andrew’s mother, left North 
Carolina headed to Turkey.  Last week we had received word that he 
was being moved into a cell with only one other person, so we were 
encouraged.  Please pray that he will be released soon and the new 
report from Turkey will not be a further hindrance.



The Music Tent
This year’s line-up at the Music Tent offers some new twists and 

some tried and true favorites.  
To start off, for the first time we will run our own sound system 

which will be a combination of loaned, rented, and borrowed 
equipment.  In the past we have relied on one of the bands to provide 
the sound system for us.  This along with a dedicated power supply 
for the stage will give us greater control over the output.  We will also 
“plug in” to the bell tower speakers which will be used for general 
announcements and to broadcast awards.  We experimented with this 
last year and found that it can cover the campus if properly used.  The 
auto show will have a mini system for making their announcements.   

As far as the musical talent, Concrete and Stone with Wally 
Wright (variety of oldies, country and rock) will cover the morning 
slot (roughly 10-12), with Sue and The Lenders (ladies doo-
wop, oldies) taking the stage around 12:30-2:00.  Two to four will 
be reserved for announcements, local talent, and a special square 
dancing demonstration.  Come prepared to tap your toes, clap your 
hands, and sing along with this year’s line-up. By:  Trip Jones

Car Show
After a successful 2016 antique car and truck show with seventy-

two participants on display, plans are under way for the 2017 show 
on September 30th.  The show is for vehicles that were built prior to 
1990 and includes both cars and trucks.  This past year automobiles 
ranged from a 1922 Model T Ford to a 1972 Buick GS Convertible; 
Trucks included those built from 1940 to 1980; and muscle cars from 
the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s.

All antique car enthusiasts are encouraged to bring your restored, 
or even partially restored car or truck, to show it off.  There is no 
entry fee and all are encouraged to show off your “Labor of Love”. 

Trophies will be awarded for a Show Favorite to be chosen by fair 
visitors, Judges Choice Best Car, Judges Choice Best Truck, and 
Best Story about the history of the vehicle and its restoration.  Before 
and after pictures or scrapbooks about the restoration or history are 
encouraged.  An hourly drawing from the registered entrants will be 
held for gift certificates and surprise gifts. 
8:00 - 9:30 a.m./Registration     10:00 a.m - 4:00 p.m./Show

Award Presentations at 2:45 p.m.
Even if you do not have an antique vehicle, come take a walk in 

the automotive past. By: Snowden “Butch” Carruthers

TRA 5K Run:  episode V
Grab your shoes and prepare for light speed as we hit the roads 

for the 5th Annual Rebel Run 5K.  The flat, family friendly course 
is welcoming for Jedi of all sizes.  The 5K will blast off at 8:00 
a.m., followed by the younglings’ fun run at 9:15 a.m.  A new start/
finish location this year will move runners closer to all the action 
of the TRA Fall Carnival and the Country Fair.  Awards will be 
presented at 9:45 a.m. at the Country Fair main stage. 

Once again TRA is excited about the opportunity to combine the 
Fall Carnival with H.A.R.E. and the Country Fair.  TRA is proud to 
be able to provide not only additional options for families on this 
day, but also support H.A.R.E. with volunteers to ensure the day is a 
success for everyone.  It is shaping up to be another great day to be 
together with friends and family in Rosemark, and TRA could not be 
more proud to be a part of it.  You can pre-register for the TRA 5K 
at:  www.racesonline.com or register on run day (September 30th) on 
campus from 7:00 a.m. - 7:45 a.m. By:  Andrew Womack

5K Run Route – a VTS Timing Event
The start line is on the school campus between the elementary 

building and the high school.  After making a loop on the campus the 
route goes to Rosemark Rd.  Run north (to your right) on Rosemark 
to Mudville Rd.  Turn right on Mudville to Barret Rd.  Turn right 
on Barret to Gragg Rd. then right on Gragg to Rosemark Rd. and 
return to the start line.  We will have signs out warning of delays 
on Rosemark Road between 8:00-9:00.  Signs will be put out at the 
beginning of the week of September 25th so people can prepare.

Agriculture equipment exhibits
This year, the farm and military equipment exhibits are planned 

to be larger and more interactive than last year with help from the 
Young Farmers of America and Farm Bureau of Tennessee.  We 
will literally have something for everyone.  There will be old and new 
tractors on exhibit from John deere to Case to Ford to Kubota.  The 
goal is to show how, as technology has advanced, farmers have been 
able to be more productive. 

We will have John Deere tractors ranging from the 3020 series to 
the 6030 series.  This part of our exhibit shows part of the transition 
in agriculture from the smaller yet powerful tractors in the 1960s and 
1970s to the larger, turbo-charged tractors that allowed farmers to 
cover more land with larger planters, sprayers and other equipment.   
Most of these tractors will be exhibited by families who have kept 
them for decades and plan to keep them in the family. 

An additional attraction to the agriculture exhibit this year will be 
Farm Bureau’s mobile AgSimulator.  This exhibit will be hosted by 
the Young Farmers of America (another Farm Bureau program) and 
will allow those who chose to participate to experience what it feels 
like to harvest a crop.

On the other end of the spectrum, we will also have a display of 
vintage equipment from the early part of the last century. While some 
tend to just walk by without really looking at these implements, this 
equipment is part of our past and part of the path that has gotten 
us to the modern equipment that is used today. In many cases, this 
equipment is still in working condition. By:  Bonnie Osborn Briggs

Food Vendors
We are excited to have three new food vendors this year, double 

d’s with their barbeque and pork rinds, Twisted Sister’s chicken 
salad and homemade desert and Swan Fudge’s fudge and gourmet 
popcorn.  Returning will be Smokin d’s barbecue, el Toro Taco’s 
Mexican food, Greenwood A.M.e. Church catfish plates, Jameson’s 
cotton candy, and Jack Frost snow cones and ice cream.

Based on last year’s crowd, vendors will be ready with both great 
food and good service. By:  Denna Krosp

Saturday, September 30th – The Country Fair at Rosemark  – 8658 Rosemark Road

Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam tried his hand at “driving” a combine in the 
Ag Simulator, a new Ag Day attraction provided by Farm Bureau’s Ag-in-
the-Classroom program.  You can “drive” the simulator at the Fair.

Photo by Tennessee Cooperator Magazine
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Thank You To our 2017 Fair Sponsors
Patriot Bank,

Clean Line Energy Partners, Boatwright Pharmacy,
Ritter Communications, Pitman Glass, Jon & Mary McCalla,

Mike & Mary Ann Leggett, White Oak Farm, Herbi-Systems, Inc.,
Frank & Linda McCalla, Pat & Ruth Billingsley, Leah Ruddock,

Safelite AutoGlass, Betsy McCalla Wriggins,
Commissioner Terry Roland, Drain Go LLC, Mid-South Septic, 
Collision Craft, Haddad’s Department Store, Priceless Eyes,

G&R Building Maintenance, LLC, Rosemark Family Medicine, 
Kennon and Molly Hampton, Shirley Lowe,

Bourland, Heflin, Alvarez, Minor & Matthews, PLC,
Ed Haley, Helen Haynes-Phil Wilson, Sanford Law Firm,

Trip & Barbara Jones,  Hamilton Fire Place, Arlington Services,
Glenn Farms, Taylor Realty, Clean-N-Green, Long Road Cider, 

Rosemark Foundation, Tipton-Rosemark Academy,
First Presbyterian Church of Rosemark,

Rosemark Pentecostal Church,
Richland Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church,

United States Department of Agriculture, HARE, Inc.

Fair Sponsors provide not only the wherewithal to put on the 
Country Fair but also to carry-out the other programs of HARE, 
Inc. Using sponsorships, donations, grants, memorials and the 
proceeds from the successful Memorial Brick Campaign, HARE 
is able to promote community awareness and historic preservation. 
These funds also allow educational programs involving the history 
and culture of the rural communities and farms of Northeast Shelby 
County and South Central Tipton County.

This year consider joining the list of sponsors for the 2018 
Country Fair at Rosemark!  Call Cary Vaughn at 901-289-1254 
or e-mail cvaughn@lwf.org.

The 2016 Country Fair featured locally owned small businesses.  They 
will again be an important part of the 2017 Country Fair.  Whether it 
is handmade bird houses, baskets, chair caning, local honey or other 
products, you can meet your local businesses at the 2017 Country Fair.
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